This letter was written by Henry Hospers on Sept. 24, 1853

from Pella, Iowa to Gerhard Hendrickus Nollen in Didam, Neth,
We have no real proef it was wrlttern %o G,H. Nollen but since
it was found in the Nollen family documents and was written
only a year before the Nollen family emigrated to Pella we are
falrly certaln it was directed to that person, It was evidnetly
written in answer to an inquiry about the suitability of settling
in the Pella area, It tells about life in Pella and surrounding
area from 1849-1853, the price of goods, and the best way te
travel from the Netherlands te Pella., Translated by Marie
Nollen (Mrs. Elmer Nollen) Pella, Iowa with help from friends,




'1_'Hpspers, Henxy
Pella, Iowa - Didam, Gelderland
H. Hospers to Gerhard Hendrikus Nollen

September 24,-1853

Worthy Friend and brother in Christ,

| We received your letter written on Aug 21, 1953 on Sept. 20. By the
Lord’s goodness we are in good health. We receive news here from the
Netherlandé 50 we are well informed. Sorry, the letter must be sent so
- quickly from Arnheim. Next time you should write earlier.

Ve know each other just by name. Friendship through brother in Christ.
On top of that we had same occupation in Holland. Soon we should have same
place to live (America).

You ask me about the quality of the ground. It is very fruitful. With
.little labor it looks like a garden, very rich ground. It grows faster than
in the Netherlands. We are nov still eating canteloupe and watermelon from
open ground. 7You further ask about the future. Most of the land is open
prairie that must be plowed with heavy iron plows pulled by.10—12 oxen. It
will make rich farm ground.

'Iﬁ June it was decided to start an academy in Pella. Iowa is bigger
than all of Holland. It is planned to have a railroad from the Atlantic to
Pella, to the Pacific. The outlook for the town is good. Prices are going
higher for most everything; cattle, horses, etc.

The price of government land is .25 dollar per acre but most of it is

gone. 3Some of the poorest still available for .25 dollar per acre.




.‘If you vere here nov my oldest son Who.is a Marion County Supervisor
‘could help you to get.a nice farm. Where I live you should be able to buy a
-hice farm for 3000-7000 guilders. You can get cone cheaper but not as good
qualify. Need timber for farm and you must buy from'present owner-cannot
buy from government any more. Close to me near Pella is 80 aﬁres farm (open
prairie) with 20 acre timber in one piece, never been used and belongs to a

Mr. Hattink, a miller near Utrecht. It has a stream of water, something

- . Americans need. Other running water is used for power to run mills.

'I_do not know Mr. Hattink but he does not plan to come to Pella. He still
' ﬁust pay tax on it. T think and what my neighbors think it is good farm
because it also has timber onm it. If you are interested it would be well to
talk to Mr. Hattink or write him. TIn 1847 he bought it for .5 dollar per
‘acre. Can buy it from him for $4 or $5 per acre. That would be a good
deal. The address I have of that man is from 1847. Be may have moved
since.

You wanted me to write about us here, how everything is going. I can
do that easily. I am not bashful. I am blessed by God. My wife is 45 and
is in as good health as when she was 21 years old. We have six children, 5

stil}l at home. Oldest son is married and has one child. Those at home are

. gons are 17,15,9,2, daughter is 12, My occupation is farmer and I live on

. my own farm of 330 acres, 3 miles west of Pella on the highway. Every day

60-80 wagons go past my door. I have 50 acres of farm ground in cultivation
and raise Indian corn, winter wheat, summer wheat, oats, potatoes, rye,

and flax. In the garden I have peas, beans, watermelon, carrots, onions,
‘turnips, radish, etec. I have an orchard of 50 apple trees and they did

-bloom this year. It looks good for the future.




When I came.in 1849 it was rough prairie and wilderness so you can see
_Vhat_mans’ hands can do. On ground is. frame house 50 by 30 ft. It was so
'strong it can stand heavy storm, does not even shake. Oak shingles on roof-
looks like in Holland. No drops of rain came through. It cost a lot of
‘money to build but the Lord giveth me.

My horsés and cattle are in good shape. My 2 yr. old brown mare $50; 3
 yr. old $75-80. My son last week bought 4 yr. old mare for $90. Cows cost
.from $20-30, good milk cow $40. Yoke of oxen 5 yr. old $75. My neighbor P.
Welle paid $50 for excellent yoke of oxen 6 yr. old. Cattle around Pella is
good business. Producté I do not need I can sell easily to people that go
.past here, just abopt a market by my house. I sell it for money not trade.
Privelege I have that the Lord set me here on the.highway. That is enough
of myself.

It is easiest to come in the spring and go to New Orleans. Plenty of
people come in the spring on steamship, direct from ship to steamboat to St.
Louis. Then to Keokuk and on Des Moines River if water is high enough.
Some rent 2 or 3 family steamboats from Keokuk to America. If water is low,
come from Keokuk with wagon. It is 120 English miles and taken 40 hours or
3 days. From New York it costs a lot more to come to Pella. Cheaper over
“New Orleans. One week from New Orleans to here. Over New York you must
- repack more often. On the trip from Nev Orleans there is more danger of
' getting yellow fever in the summer months. The heat and cold of which you
vrite is not a problem on ship. Sea sickness on ship was more of a problem
as far as I was concerned.

Bring along as little baggage as possible. After you arrive here

and Holland things wear you out you can get American things. Netherland




. things in Netherlands, Amgrican'things here; ~We took too many things alongf
‘Ldté.of things cost a lot to bring and were broken or lost. Sell your
things in Holland and_bring-mpney. In St.'Louis_and Keokuk you can buy
évefything you need. Don’t buy too quick, wait till you get here, that will
_save.you a lot of money and care.. Cotton dresses can be bought here as well
:'-as in Holland. .Bring along linen, wool blankets, bedding; that is expensive
‘here. Blankets are uséful on trip. Shoes are high priced here and not as
good. The clothes here of average people are as good as the high class
(féshionable) in Holland, men as wéll as women.

Could write more but paper is full. 7You wrote letter of one sheet, I
send back letter of eight pages. Important letter for you. I am hot sorry
I came. The Lord called me: I wish you good health. My wife sends |
‘greetings too.

.H. Hospers
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Wigbky friend and brother {n Chrisby

We recelved your lertter writtez ou Aw 21, 1853 o Sewb. 20. By the Lord's
soelness we are in ;opd health. We receivs news here from the Netheriande so we sre
well Inforped. Sorey, the letver must be sent so guickly Irom Arnhetim. Maxt tims yeu
should write earlier, A

- We know eaci: cther just by neme. Friemdehip through brotker in Christ. On top of

that we had seme ccowmebtion 1o Holisrd. Soon we should have game nlase to live {dmerica)

fou ase me about the cuality of the ~round. It ia wery Fruiirul. With lattle
labor it icoks 1ike m rarden, voiny rizh sround. It crew vaster than in the Netherlards.
We mre mow stlll esating canteloune and watermelon Pyom onen cround. Xou further sk soeul
the future. Most of the land is open prairie toat must be plewsd sith héavy iren nlowa
plled Wy 10-12 oxen. It will make rich ferm ground.

in June 1t waa t:ns'c.uie!ﬂ to start an ecademy in Fells. Iowe is bL’gﬁ,‘E“ than all of
Heldlourd, It is pisnned o have a rallroad from the Atlantliec to Pella, to the Pasifie.
]fl'hfa.- puatlogk Tor the t.«;mn 8 soode TFrices are going hisher for most everything--cattlse-
errsnn, eta,

’J‘i’ie frice of Joverrment lard is ¢+ dollar per acre byt most of it is Zone., Sone of
4he poovest still avellaple for + dollar per acre.

AT you were here now vy cﬂcmab gon who is a Marlos County Supervieor could heln you
to gob 4 niee farm, Where I live you sbould be able to buy 8 nice fara for 3000 - 7000
guildern, You can gec cne cbmmr out not as sood qmlity. Lized timper {or varm and
Jou must buy frow present owner--csnnot au;r from JoverTmeént any nore, lese Lo we poar
Polln is 80 acres farm {cten prairie) with €0 acre timber in ore nisce, nevar been used @i
ard belongs Lo s br. La.ttxnn, 8 wmliler near Utrecht. IU hes s streem of weler, something
Sppricans neet. Other mning water iz uzed for power to run mills.

L do not moow dr, Hattink but he does not plan to core Lo Pells. Fe still st
ey tex om 1t. T think mand what my neichbora think it i3 cood farm hecmuse 1t also has
Birher on 1t. IZ yvou arsinierested it would bLe well Lo talk to Mr, Hattink or write
nig, In 1847 he baumht it for % dollar per acre. Can buy it from him Tor .i# or $5 perx
&orE. Thaet would be o geed desl. The address I hawe that man iz from 1847,
Be way bav) wmoved sinne, i

¥ou wvanted me to write about ua here, how everrihing 1e goinz. I can do that easily.
¥ ez wot basklul. I an blessed Ty Godh My wife i 45 and 48 in 25 seod health ms whea |
#he wiag Bl years old. We have six children, 5 still at nrr»e'. Oldest son is twryried i

M;-_,P

My gecupation is farmer and Iive on oy own farm 330 e.c*es;. 3 miieg west of Pella on

tht highway, BEvery day &0 - 30 wasons or on mast oy daor. I have S0 acres
tff faorm ground in cullivetion and raise Indish ¢nrh, “winter wheat, swmer wheab, ogta,
potatoes, rye, flax. In the zarden bave peal, besns, watermelom, CATT s, onimm,
twrnips, radlsh, ete, I have an orchard of 50 apple ftrees and tbey did bloom this year.
It Looks socd for the Tuture,

When ¥ cgme in 169 1t wes rongh vrairie and wildermess s¢ vou can ses wheat rant
bargl cen do. On ground is frama house 50 x 30 r't. It was so mmm: it can stand heavy
stomm, does Dot even soske, Onx shingles on roof--lcoks Like in Hollamd. No dreps of
mln came through. It zos% 2 1ot of weoney to build tut the ford siveth me.

My horses and ceitle ame in good shape. For 2 vyr old brown mave 3507 3 yr old
£75-330, My son last week bought 4 vr old mare for $90. Gows cost from @90 - $30, zood
8l cow $40. CYoks af oxen 5 oy oold BT5. iy neilsikbr P. velle -ga,id 0 for excellient
Joke of oxen 6 yr old. Cptile arourd Pelim 18 sood Tusiness., Sroducta I do not need
J esn sell easily to people that po past here, just about a market by oy house. I gell
it for money not tride. Privilage I heve tha® the Lord set me berw on the higtmay.

Trat Le engpush of ryself.

it is eesiest t::n come in the spring and go to New Orlegns. Pleniy of peomls come

in the spriuns on stemmsiip, Afrect {Tom sidy to etesiicat *.;o Z¥. Lovis. Toewn to Xookua
and om DE‘.. '*Iram’ma Bivas 18 waeer 1e 2fh edoulb, 5o vent £ oor 3 farily steambosi
from Keoloak te amzieross {oel. do T water S5 tow o702 e 12 hor with wegos. It 4a
180 Engl:is:: mize ool fames ) holrs or 3 days.e Frum ew York 7t costz & lot rore to come
to Pellss Cneaper over Now Qrleans. One wecl $ias Mew Orleans Lo here. Over New YERE
Fou must repack more olten. Ine trip from YNew Uricang there is Love danzer of netting
yellow fevor dn the smwmer wontha. The heat mnd cold of which you write is not a yox
gp::t}'blem tn ship. £es gsiciness on vhip wvas more of & yroblem se far e I wvas concerned.

Pring alons 83 littie Dagysse 28 vossible. ATter you arrive here and Holland
things wear out you can reb Anerilcwn Lhinss, Nelheriaod ihings in detherlsnds, dnerican
things bhere, We toos too many thinss slong, Lobts of thints comst 8 lot to bring and
were hroken or logt. Sell your thinzs in Holland and brint money. In 5t. Lohde and
Regkul you caabuy everyialag you need. Don't buy too quicy, ¥ait 1ill you ret here, that
will saws you & Lot money amd esre. Cotten dresses can be bousht here as well as in
Hollsnd, Bri mroalevg linew, wool blanikdé, beddins; that 18 expensive here.

Fisnkels ere tsesul on Lrip, Stoes are hizh pricc d bere and not as goed. The clothes
here of avars paunié are &9 joud as the hign clase (¢
wen as woll WG e ( fashionable) in Folland,

. Comds wrle TorE but maper 16 full. Tou wrote letter of ous ﬁh\.v:u, I sond back
latter of 2ight dasen.  dmaorneod Letter fgr you. I o not sorTy I ocam The .
cedled m. I wish you good hsalihe My wife gends gruating s z,oé * sond

‘ H, Mcspeis,
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